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Nona Lee resigns from Arizona Diamondbacks to 
consult companies on diversity, equity and inclusion

 
Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s Coffee, Books, 

 & Cocktails special edition, 
featuring book reviews, interviews, 

and other views! 
 

Oh yes, and cocktails! 

 
Remember to honor our Vietnam Vets .

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
Special Edition  
on Fatherhood 

coming in June!

TDEC announces Memphis 
recreation grant of $500,000
 NASHVILLE – The Tennessee 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation (TDEC) recently  
announced a $500,000 parks and 
recreation grant for Memphis for 
work at Audubon Park. 
 The grant is part of $6,370,000 
awarded to communities 
throughout the state from the 
Local Parks and Recreation Fund 
(LPRF) program and the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund 

Clients will learn the TRUTH 
about where they currently stand 
with DEI and what they are will-
ing to do to change. They will 
develop an understanding of the 
winning edge of having an inclu-
sive team, and will develop 
strategies to improve their cul-
ture and increase their bottom 

PHOENIX, May 5, 2022 
/PRNewswire/ -- Arizona Dia-
mondbacks Executive Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Legal Officer, 
Nona Lee, resigns from the or-
ganization to follow her passion 
to create lasting change with her 
work in diversity, equity and in-
clusion (DEI) in America's corpo-
rations, sports teams and 
organizations. 
  "It's time for all of us to face the 
truth about diversity, equity and 
inclusion in our organizations and 
educate and empower ourselves 
to move towards transformative 
change," says Truth DEI 
Founder/CEO Nona Lee. 
Nona Lee has launched a consult-
ing company, Truth DEI, for 
CEO's, Entrepreneurs and Organ-
izational Leaders wanting to con-
fidently be empowered with 
diversity, equity and inclusion 
knowledge to lead their organiza-
tion to meaningful change. 

Coach Hardaway inks top AAC 
Player of Year Kendric Davis  
from sports page 1 
outing. 
  This past season, Davis helped 
SMU to the second round of the 
National Invitation Tournament 
and scored 20 or more points on 
15 occasions and twice reached 
the 30-point plateau. He led the 
Mustangs in scoring 24 times, in 
assists 28 times and in steals 14 
times.  
 Along with being the AAC 
Player of the Year, Davis was 
also on the All-AAC First Team, 
the NABC All-District First 
Team, the Naismith Trophy Mid-
season Team for best player in 
the country and was named the 
National Player of the Week on 
Jan. 3. 
 
 The Tigers finished the 2021-22 
season with a 22-11 record and 
the program’s first NCAA Tour-
nament appearance since 2014. 
In four seasons at the helm, Har-
daway has amassed an 85-43 

record, four-straight 20-win sea-
sons and the 2021 National Invi-
tation Tournament championship 
in addition to the 2022 NCAA 
Tournament appearance. 
 
   Hardaway’s 85 wins are sec-
ond-most among 14 first-time 
NCAA Division I head coaches 
hired prior to the 2018-19 season 
and tied for third-most among 
Tiger head coaches in their first 
four seasons.  
 
In his tenure, Hardaway has men-
tored two first-round NBA Draft 
picks, three AAC Freshmen of 
the Year, five all-conference se-
lections and five all-freshman 
honorees. 
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tiger Men’s Basket-
ball, visit www.GoTigersGo.com 
and follow the team's social 
media channels on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook.  

(LWCF) program. The state is 
also awarding $448,000 in grants 
from the Recreation Trails Pro-
gram (RTP). 
 “Local leaders need resources to 
provide recreational activities for 
their communities, and this is a 
way to help make it happen,” 
TDEC Deputy Commissioner 
Jim Bryson said. “We are pleased 
to announce these grants and 
look forward to the recreation 
projects that result from this as-
sistance.” 

Bill named in honor of football player who 
died  of heatstroke ... from sports page 1
2017 than at any other level of 
play.  The mission of The Jordan 
McNair Foundation is to dimin-
ish the number of heat-related 
deaths among student-athletes 
and promote player safety.  Jor-
dan’s father, Marty, stated, “At 
the end of the day, we are work-
ing to prevent not only heat-re-
lated illness and injury but 
making sure all student-athletes 
stay safe playing whatever sport 
they choose.  As we approach 
what is known as “peak season” 
for student-athlete incidents and 
deaths, the bill was signed in a 
very timely manner.  Now we 
just need to make sure coaches 
do the right thing and ensure that 
they are certified in AED use, 
cold water immersion techniques 
and develop the Emergency Ac-
tion Plan for each venue at their 
schools.”  

 Coaches, parents, and student-
athletes can also learn more 
about staying safe at the 3rd An-
nual Jordan McNair Foundation 
Health and Wellness Sports 
Clinic on Saturday, June 4, 2022, 

at the McDonogh School in 
Owings Mill, MD.  Football, 
Soccer, and Lacrosse Clinics will 
be held with professional 
coaches.  Experts will speak with 
coaches and parents about their 
roles in keeping student-athletes 
safe. 
  In an effort to support the Foun-
dation’s ongoing educational 
programs, The Jordan McNair 
Foundation will host its Annual 
Golf Classic on Monday, June 6, 
2022, at the University of Mary-
land Golf Course.  Sponsorship 
opportunities are available and 
awards will be presented to both 
men and women. 

High school student-athletes 
have died at a higher rate 
since 2017 than at any other 
level of play.  The mission of 
The Jordan McNair Founda-
tion is to diminish the number 
of heat-related deaths among 
student-athletes and promote 
player safety. 

“Local leaders need re-
sources to provide recre-
ational activities for their 
communities, and this is a 
way to help make it happen,” 
TDEC Deputy Commissioner 
Jim Bryson said. “We are 
pleased to announce these 
grants and look forward to 
the recreation projects that 
result from this assistance.” 

 The work at Audubon Park in-
cludes a splash pad of approx-
imately 9,250 square feet. 
 “Audubon Park is a treasure for 
the City of Memphis and our 
community,” said Sen. London 
Lamar, D-Memphis. “I’m 
thrilled with this new grant proj-
ect because I understand fully 
that the investments we make in 
our public spaces are smart in-
vestments in happy kids, strong 
families and connected com-
munities.” 
 The LPRF program provides 
state funding for the purchase of 
land for parks, natural areas, 
greenways, and recreational fa-
cilities. LPRF funds also may be 
used for trail development and 
capital projects in parks, natural 
areas, and greenways. The 
LWCF program provides grants 
to states to administer to state 
and local governments for the ac-
quisition and development of 
public outdoor recreation areas 
and facilities. The grants require 
a 50-percent match. 
 The RTP is a federally funded, 
state administered grant pro-
gram, providing funds for land 
acquisition for trails, trail main-
tenance, trail construction, trail 
rehabilitation, and trail head sup-
port facilities. These grants are 
distributed in the form of an 80-
percent grant with a 20-percent 
match. 

MEMPHIS, TN. – After spin-
ning one of the best starts for a 
Memphis Tigers pitcher in recent 
memory, RHP Landon Gartman 
was named to this week's Amer-
ican Athletic Conference Weekly 
Honor Roll. Gartman is the sec-
ond Tigers pitcher to earn these 
honors twice this season. 
  In Friday's matchup with East 
Carolina, Gartman was unhitta-
ble. Over eight innings, the right-
handed starter didn't allow a hit 

Former Arizona Diamond-
backs VP Nona Lee

line. 
As the Chair of the "D-backs for 
Change JEDI Council," the inter-
nal organization within the Ari-
zona Diamondbacks dedicated to 
DEI work, Nona is proud to have 
the Diamondbacks as her first 
consulting client with Truth DEI. 
"We thank her for being the 
founding member of and her 22 
years of service in our legal de-
partment and applaud her for 
being a local and national role 
model due to her expertise, lead-
ership, and internal rise which ul-
timately made her a member of 
the executive leadership team as 
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Legal Officer," says Der-
rick Hall, President/CEO of the 
Arizona Diamondbacks. 
Nona Lee grew up loving sports 
where she medaled in the Junior 
Olympics for swimming and 
later played basketball at Pepper-
dine University. Nona went to 

law school where she obtained 
her Juris Doctor, graduated 
Summa Cum Laude, and was 
awarded "Graduate of the Year." 
Nona was the first ever Associate 
Legal Council of the Phoenix 
Suns and later founded the Phoe-
nix Women's Sports Association 
as a platform for helping women 
find their power through sports. 
"It's time for all of us to face the 
truth about diversity, equity and 
inclusion in our organizations 
and educate and empower our-
selves to move towards transfor-
mative change," says Truth DEI 
Founder/CEO Nona Lee. 
Nona Lee's DEI extensive train-
ing was from Cornell University 
along with years of experience in 
legal work makes her one of the 
most sought after DEI speakers 
and consultants across the nation. 
To learn more about Truth DEI, 
visit the website at www.truth-
dei.com. 

Blood donations needed ahead of summer; 
Red Cross donors can get $10 e-gift card, 
and aluminum water bottle and sticker set  

Landon Gartman earns 
AAC Weekly Honors 

Landon Gartman

and struck out 10. His eight-in-
ning performance and 10 strike-
outs were both season highs. 
 On the season, Gartman has 
been Memphis' top pitcher. The 
righty is 5-0 with a 3.49 ERA 
over 12 appearances, 10 of them 
starts. Gartman has struck out a 
team-high 71 batters in 67 in-
nings, has held opponents to a 
.175 batting average, the best on 
the team, and has a team-high six 
quality starts. 
 SS Ben Brooks, RF Blake Dan-
iels, DH Jacob Compton, 3B 
Logan Kohler, 2B Austin Baskin, 
RHP Connor Shamblin (twice) 
and LF Ian Bibiloni have all 
earned Honor Roll recognition 
earlier this season. 
  Season tickets and single game 
tickets are available for purchase 
at www.gotigersgo.com/tigers-
baseballtickets. For the most up-
to-date schedule, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com. 
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Baseball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-

  More information may be ac-
cessed at https://thejor-
danmcnairfoundation.org/ 
  

About:  
 

The Jordan McNair Foundation 
was established in June 2018 by 
Tonya House & Martin “Marty” 
McNair following the death of 
their beloved son Jordan Martin 
McNair, an offensive lineman for 
the University of Maryland. Jor-
dan’s untimely death was the re-
sult of a heatstroke he suffered 
during an organized offseason 
team workout.

MEMPHIS, Tenn., May 9, 
2022— When schools let out for 
summer and families set off on 
vacation, the American Red 
Cross typically sees a decline in 
donors, which can impact patient 
care. It’s critically important that 
donors make an appointment to 
give now before heading out for 

summer activities to help main-
tain a stable blood supply in the 
coming months.   
 Unfortunately, the need for 
blood doesn’t take a summer 
break. Volunteer donors are the 
only source of blood and platelets 
for patients with blood disorders, 
trauma victims and those experi-

encing difficult childbirths.  
 
In thanks for helping boost the 
blood supply, all who come to 
give through May 19, 2022, will 
receive a $10 e-gift card to a 
merchant of choice and will also 
be automatically entered to win 
a travel trailer camper that sleeps 
eight. Details are available at 
rcblood.org/camper. Those who 
come to give May 20-31 will re-
ceive an exclusive 20-ounce Red 
Cross aluminum water bottle and 
customizable sticker set, while 
supplies last. 
 
Donors can help save a life in 
just an hour. To schedule an ap-
pointment to donate blood, plate-
lets or plasma, download the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-
800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).  
 
Upcoming blood donation op-

portunities May 15-31: 
 

Tennessee 
 
Carroll County 
Mc Kenzie 
5/26/2022: 11:30 a.m. - 5:30 
p.m., Vera Low Center for Stu-
dent Enrichment, 101 Wildcat 
Lane 
Shelby County 

Memphis 
5/23/2022: 2 p.m. - 8 p.m., New 
Covenant SDA, 4335 Horn Lake 
Road 
5/24/2022: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
American Red Cross Chapter 
Memphis, 1399 Madison Avenue 
5/31/2022: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
American Red Cross Chapter 
Memphis, 1399 Madison Avenue 
 
Health insights for donors   
The Red Cross is testing all dona-
tions for COVID-19 antibodies 
for a limited time. Results may in-
dicate if the donor’s immune sys-
tem has produced antibodies to 
this coronavirus after vaccination 
or past exposure, regardless of 
whether they developed symp-
toms.    
 
Plasma from routine blood, plate-
let and plasma donations that 
have high levels of COVID-19 
antibodies may be used as con-
valescent plasma to meet poten-
tial future needs of COVID-19 
patients with a weakened immune 
system.   
   
The Red Cross is not testing do-
nors to diagnose infection, re-
ferred to as a diagnostic test. To 
protect the health and safety of 
Red Cross staff and donors, it is 
important that individuals who 
have been asked to quarantine or 

In thanks for helping boost 
the blood supply, all who 
come to give through May 19, 
2022, will receive a $10 e-gift 
card to a merchant of choice 
and will also be automati-
cally entered to win a travel 
trailer camper that sleeps 
eight. Details are available at 
rcblood.org/camper. Those 
who come to give May 20-31 
will receive an exclusive 20-
ounce Red Cross aluminum 
water bottle and custom-
izable sticker set, while 
supplies last. 

believe they may be ill with 
COVID-19 postpone donation 
until they are symptom free for 
10 days and feeling well and 
healthy.   
   
At a time when health infor-
mation has never been more im-
portant, the Red Cross is 
screening all blood, platelet and 
plasma donations from self-iden-
tified African American donors 
for the sickle cell trait. This ad-
ditional screening will provide 
Black donors with an additional 
health insight and help the Red 
Cross identify compatible blood 
types more quickly to help pa-
tients with sickle cell disease. 
Blood transfusion is an essential 
treatment for those with sickle 
cell disease, and blood donations 
from individuals of the same 
race, ethnicity and blood type 
have a unique ability to help pa-
tients fighting sickle cell disease.      
  Donors can expect to receive an-
tibody testing results and sickle 
cell trait screening results, if ap-
plicable, within one to two weeks 
through the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App and the online donor 
portal at RedCrossBlood.org.    
  Blood drive safety   
The Red Cross follows a high 
standard of safety and infection 
control. The Red cross will con-

Please see sports page 3


